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Mr. COURTNEY. I thank Mr. 

YARMUTH for demonstrating what the 
stakes are in this vote that’s coming 
up again in a few short hours. 

Again, for closing comments, I’d like 
to yield to the gentlelady from Ohio, 
Congresswoman SUTTON. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman 
from Connecticut and all of my col-
leagues who have risen here today to 
talk about what is so important for 
this country. 

It’s been said so well, but it bears 
again, as I’ve mentioned, repeating. 
Time is of the essence, and so here we 
are 3 weeks and 1 day from President 
Obama’s inauguration, and we’re on 
track to reach agreement on an his-
toric Economic Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act. We know it’s going to create 
millions of jobs. We know that it is 
going to help 95 percent of American 
workers with tax cuts. It will begin the 
process of transforming our economy, 
and it contains that necessary unprece-
dented accountability and trans-
parency. 

But in its simplest form, in its sim-
plest summary, this bill is all about re-
storing the promise of the middle class, 
restoring the promise that this country 
is founded on and has grown to great-
ness because of. You know, this is 
about our workers, and this is about 
our businesses. This is about our States 
and our communities and all the fami-
lies and the people who live there. 

It has components about health care. 
It has components about putting peo-
ple to work, building things, our infra-
structure that we all know is crum-
bling and has resulted in tragedy. And 
my good friend from Minnesota knows 
that all too well, as we watched that 
bridge crumble and lives were lost. 

This is a great, challenging time for 
this country. But we do have oppor-
tunity in this moment, and this bill is 
the beginning of it because this is our 
beginning on the path back to restor-
ing the promise of the middle class. 

Mr. COURTNEY. I thank Congress-
woman SUTTON for your, again, elo-
quent, colorful plea for manufacturing 
jobs and the middle class of America. 

Here to bat cleanup and to finish the 
colloquy that has lasted over the last 
hour, again, is our good friend from 
Minnesota, Congressman WALZ. 

Mr. WALZ. I thank the gentleman, 
and again, it’s a privilege for me to 
speak with each of these Members who 
represent this great country: 435 con-
gressional districts, 300 million Ameri-
cans, all with a dream that this coun-
try, by working hard, by making good 
choices, you can achieve those things 
that are not asking for the world, 
maybe have a home, be able to own 
that, be able to have a job that pays a 
living wage, be able to send your kids 
to college and see them live that 
dream. That’s what we’re asking for, 
and as the gentlewoman said, now is 
the time for opportunity. 

All of us grew up in this Nation hear-
ing the stories of whenever it got 
tough, the perseverance of the Amer-

ican spirit survived. Whether it was 
Valley Forge, whether it was Gettys-
burg, whether it was the deepest, dark-
est days of segregation in this country, 
we come out the other end. 
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Well, the American people need to 
know this chapter is not yet written. 
The end is not guaranteed. We have 
come to be somewhat complacent that 
it will work its way out. We need lead-
ers like President Obama. We need the 
American public to stand up and say, 
We can get this right. 

And, as the gentlewoman from Ohio 
said, I am optimistic. In southern Min-
nesota, we are leading the way in wind 
production. My district is the home of 
the Mayo Clinic. We are going to find a 
cure for the diseases that cause so 
much anguish in this country. We have 
groups like the Hormel Institute, pub-
lic-private partnerships teaming to-
gether to find the cures for cancer, for 
diabetes, for other things down the 
road. 

Those innovations will bring this 
country back. Those innovations will 
take us off this dependency on cheap 
imported goods while American jobs 
are outsourced and a living wage is 
crushed down. We heard that the auto 
industry failed because people made a 
living wage. 

Those are the type of things that 
aren’t solutions. They are talking 
points for politics. The group of people 
who got here today, here’s what they 
care about: Making sure the voice of 
the people in their district is heard, 
making sure that we have a level, fair 
playing field, and we reward work and 
creating something. That is what we 
are asking for. This piece of legislation 
moves us in that direction. 

I thank the gentleman for his passion 
and the gentlewoman from Ohio and all 
others who gathered. We’re all in this 
together. The opportunities are there. 
But the time to do something is now. 
This piece of legislation is it. 

I yield back to the gentleman. 
Mr. COURTNEY. Thank you, Mr. 

WALZ. If we have a few seconds left, 
maybe we can squeeze in final com-
ments from Congressman SARBANES. I 
yield to the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. SARBANES. I think I have about 
45 seconds. I just wanted to say this. I 
have been here 3 years. I don’t know 
how long my career in this body will 
be. None of us do. 

I am convinced that this is the most 
important vote I will ever cast on an 
economic measure that faces our coun-
try. And I will have to explain that 
vote for many years to come. And what 
I will say to people is, I did what I 
thought was right. And I think it is the 
right thing to do to pass this, for the 
American worker, for families across 
this country who are suffering, for peo-
ple who just want a job so they can 
contribute. And that is why I am going 
to support the Economic Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. 

SUDAN SPECIAL ENVOY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. I rise today to call on the 
Obama administration and Secretary 
of State Clinton to appoint a special 
envoy for the genocide that is taking 
place in Darfur. Senator BROWNBACK 
and I were the first Members of Con-
gress to go to Darfur. The genocide 
continues, and yet there’s almost the 
sound of silence. 

This is a photo that SAM and I took 
of a village that had been bombed and 
the janjaweed come riding in on horse-
back. This is the janjaweed. They ride 
in, the Antonov bombers come over, 
they drop bombs here on these Rus-
sian-made bombers, then Soviet Hind 
helicopters come in and gun the people 
down. Then, the janjaweed people like 
this on horseback or camel come in, 
they rape the women, they burn, they 
torch the villages, then move on. 

Now, President Bush put a lot of 
time in this effort. Unfortunately, it 
was not concluded. But I want to com-
mend the Obama administration for ap-
pointing a special envoy for the Middle 
East, former Senator Mitchell and also 
former Ambassador Holbrooke, for a 
special envoy for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. But why not a special envoy 
for the people of Sudan and for Darfur? 

We call on them in a letter that went 
out today, particularly, and also ask-
ing Secretary Clinton to, when she 
goes to China, to publicly and privately 
urge the Chinese to help bring about 
the end of genocide. 

The Chinese have the largest em-
bassy in Khartoum. They sell the weap-
ons, the guns and all, to the Khartoum 
government, that are later given to the 
janjaweed to then continue this effort. 

Five years of genocide. And, Sec-
retary Clinton, when she was a Sen-
ator, voted, I’m sure, for the first 
Brownback amendment that des-
ignated this activity in Darfur as geno-
cide. 

So, in closing, Madam Speaker, I 
commend the administration for 
Mitchell in the Middle East. But when 
the people of Darfur are looking, they 
say, Special envoy to the Middle East, 
special envoy to Pakistan. Why not? 
Why not? 

I urge them today, before the end of 
this month, hopefully, even before the 
end of this week, a special envoy to 
help the people of Darfur. 
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CONDITIONS IN THE ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AKIN. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. It’s a pleasure to be able to 
join you again this evening and to talk 
about the subject that is certainly on 
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